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(57) Abstract 

An apparatus and method for locking and unlocking mobile telecom- 
munications handsets or other devices is disclosed. Each handset is unacti- 
vated at the time of purchase. Other than emergency calls, or account activa- 
tion, no calls can be made using the handset unless it has been unlocked. The 
handset is capable of receiving a readable subscriber identity module (SIM) 
having a network (or other) ID and a codeword, and its operation is to be 
locked and unlocked with respect to the entity corresponding to the ID on the 
SIM. Futhermore, the handset includes a processor programmed witha unique 
equipment identification number and a key. All handsets manufactured as 
part of a particular batch may include the key, which is burned or otherwise 
written into a memory area of the handset so that it may not be read without 
its being destroyed. The handset processor is also programmed to produce 
a handset-specific key as a function of the equipment identification number 
and the batch-specific key. Upon activation of the handset, the customer 
service center associated with the network operator transmits a modifier to 
the handset. The handset changes its handset-specific key according to the 
modifier to yield an operator-specific key. The resulting operator-specific 
key is used in conjunction withthe network (or other) ID (from the SIM) to 
produce a checkword. If the checkword matches the codeword, which is read 
off the SIM, the handset is unlocked (i.e., enabled) for normal use. Other 
features of the invention include relocking the handset according to similar 
principles, and providing a personal identification number for permanently 
unlocking the device, so that it can be used with any compatible SIM. 
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR LOCKING 
COMMUNICATIONS DEVICES 

Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates, in general, to the field of telephony and, in 

particular, to the field of telephone (or other) system security. 

Background of the Invention 

Wireless telecommunications providers often find it useful in attracting new 

0 subscribers to subsidize the prospective subscribers' purchase of a handset. The cost 
of the handsets, which are complex and sophisticated devices, would otherwise fall to 
the subscribers. A subsidy lowers the financial barrier to the new subscriber's entry 
into the domain of wireless communications. Although this is a desirable outcome for 
new subscribers, for such a proposition to be economically viable for the wireless 

5 network operator, it must lead to an assured financial return. The service provider, for 
example, might seek a guarantee that, for a certain period of time, the subscriber's 
wireless access would be provided only by the network operator offering the subsidy. 
In return for subsidizing the handset, the network operator would recoup that expense 
in the form of subscriber air time during the period of exclusivity. 

0 The question arises, however, as to how a network operator can ensure that a 

subscriber using one of its subsidized handsets has access only to that network's 
services. One approach to this problem has been to limit the subscriber's access to 
services, when using the subsidized handset, to those offered by the particular 
operator by conditioning the use of the handset on its being "unlocked" only for that 

5 service. An example of this type of "locking" mechanism has been developed that is 
compatible with standards promulgated by Groupe Special Mobile ("GSM"), a 
European organization responsible for developing wireless telecommunications 
standards that have been adopted in approximately 60 countries as of the filing of this 
document. (Throughout this document, GSM and certain terms it has defined are 

0 referred to for purposes of illustration only. The implementation of methods and 
apparatus according to the present invention does not depend upon this standard, but 
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could be used with other telecommunications standards, including those that presently 
exist or are yet to be developed). 

An existing approach to mobile telecommunications handset locking utilizes a 
subscriber identification module ("SIM") specific to the network operator offering the 
5 subsidy. A SIM may take the form of a card incorporating an integrated circuit and 
memory in which subscriber information including a network identification symbol is 
stored. In the context of GSM, for one example, the network identification symbol is 
included as a subset of an International Mobile Subscriber Identification ("IMSI"). 
An IMSI is a globally unique number, recognizable by the GSM telephone network 
1 0 operators, that has the following 1 5 decimal digit format: 

3 digits 2 digits 2 digits 8 digits 

XXX XX XX xxxxxxxx 

MCC MNC HLRID RestofMSIN 

15 As shown, an IMSI includes a 3 digit mobile country code ("MCC"), a 2 digit mobile 
network code ("MNC"), a 2 digit home location register identification ("HLR ID"), 
and an eight digit mobile subscriber identification number ("MSIN"). 

Wireless telephone equipment, on the other hand, is defined by an equipment 
identification number. Under the GSM system, for example, a handset is uniquely 
20 identified by an International Mobile Equipment Identification ("IMEI"). The 

structure and allocation principles of IMEIs are defined in GSM 03.03 - version 3.6.0, 
published October, 1993. According to that document, an IMEI uniquely identifies a 
given item of mobile station equipment. The IMEI includes 15 digits, as shown 
immediately below: 
25 6 digits 2 digits 6 digits 1 digit 

XXXXXX XX XXXXXX X 
TAC FAC SNR SP 

The six most significant digits specify a type approval code ("TAC"), the contents of 
30 which are determined by a central decision-making body. The two next most 

significant digits comprise a final assembly code ("FAC"), which identifies the place 
of manufacture/final assembly of the equipment and is encoded by the manufacturer. 
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The next six digits set forth the serial number of the equipment, uniquely identifying it 
within each TAC and FAC. Manufacturers are required to allocate individual serial 
numbers in sequential order. Finally, the IMEI includes a spare digit for further 
assignment. 

5 In addition to permanently programming mobile telephone equipment with an 

equipment identification number, such as an IMEI, it is also known to permanently 
encode a mobile telephone handset at the time of manufacture with a code identifying 
a particular network. This network identification (NID) code (which, under GSM, is 
the two digit MNC) may be burned into or otherwise coded in a circuit within the 

1 0 handset. Preferably the NID is encoded in the handset in such a manner that it cannot 
be modified by another without destroying the product. Upon powering up, the 
handset is locked, and can be unlocked only by inserting the SIM into a receiving and 
reading slot in the handset. A processor in the handset is programmed to read the 
IMSI off the SIM, extract the MNC, and compare the MNC with an MNC value 

15 stored in the handset. If the NID (e.g., MNC) in the handset is matched by the NID 
(MNC) extracted from the subscriber information (e.g., IMSI) on the SIM, the handset 
unlocks itself, enabling the user to make regular telephone calls. A scheme of this 
sort is in use, for example, in the Orange system and the Mercury One-2-One system 
in the United Kingdom. 

20 A major shortcoming with the foregoing approach, in which an NID in the 

handset is compared with one on the SIM, is that the handset must be customized at 
the time of manufacture for use with only one particular network. This limitation 
would preclude a service provider from buying handsets in bulk in order to supply 
them for use with different networks within its system. Compatibility with such 

25 entities as resellers of wireless network services would also be inhibited. One 
proposed solution to this problem is to program the handsets at the time of 
manufacture with a number of different NIDs. This approach, however, would be 
insufficiently flexible to account for an operator's establishment or acquisition of a 
further network, or for an operator's relationship with a reseller or another network 

30 operator. 

No handset locking system has yet been provided that frees the handset from 
being locked to a particular end network or other entity at the time of manufacture. It 
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has therefore been impossible to pre-lock wireless handset to SIMs associated with a 
particular service provider (e.g., one operating multiple networks), a particular 
network, a particular reseller, or even to lock a handset to a particular individual SIM. 
Moreover, it is not possible with existing systems to disable locking of individual 
5 handsets over the air, and possibly via the key board of the handset, on the occurrence 
of preselected conditions, such as when an initial subscriber contract period has 
expired. In addition, the existing approach does not permit the activation of a handset 
remotely (e.g., over-the-air). Nor does it permit a device to be remotely re-locked 
(e.g., over-the-air) to a specific operator, network, reseller, or individual SIM. Among 
1 0 other difficulties, these shortcomings impose constraints on the development and 
availability of wireless telephone services. New alliances between operators or 
resellers may arise that would make it desirable to permit the locking criteria to be 
changed, for example, but this is not possible with the existing approach. 

An improved mechanism for locking handsets and other devices should be 
1 5 sufficiently robust to prevent individual subscribers from attempting to move their 
business to a rival operator. It must also withstand attempts at circumvention by 
criminals or unscrupulous dealers or operators. Furthermore, if the security of an 
individual handset is compromised, it is critical that the result should not be able to 
lead to the compromise of other handsets associated with the handset provider. 
20 One of the unmet needs of conventional wireless communications systems is 

the ability to lock a handset to services provided only by a particular service provider, 
or to other network operators or resellers with which the particular operator has an 
agreement. In order to meet this need, it should be possible for handsets to be 
distributed to such designated service providers by one or more physical distribution 
25 centers (PDCs) run by the operator. To maintain security throughout this distribution 
process, the handsets must be pre-locked to prevent their use by any operator or re- 
seller other than those that are designated service providers. For convenience and 
economy, the handsets should be operable without the need to program them at a PDC 
prior to delivery. Any further steps required for activation of the handset should be 
30 capable of being performed remotely, for example, over-the-air, and then only by the 
operator or one of its designated providers. 
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Summary of the Invention 

The problems described in the preceding section are solved by the methods 
and apparatus according to the present invention, which permit a telecommunications 
handset, or other device, to be electronically locked to a particular service provider, to 
5 a particular network, to a particular reseller, or even to an individual SIM. At the 

same time, the methods and apparatus of the present invention eliminate the limitation 
that a mobile telecommunications handset, or other device, be locked for all time with 
respect to only one particular service provider, network, reseller, or other entity 
determined at the time of manufacture. 

10 Locking according to the present invention is based on the principle that only 

SIMs produced by the controlling service provider or operator should work with the 
handset, but that the controlling entity may be changed as necessary or desired. The 
present invention achieves this goal by employing a key (e.g., an algorithm) specific 
to the handset for producing, as a function of an identity that is stored in the SIM, a 

15 checkword corresponding to a codeword stored in the SIM. The present invention 
does so in such a manner that the result of applying the key can be modified to 
correspond to a particular service provider, network, reseller, tariff package, or even to 
a unique SIM. 

In accordance with the present invention, therefore, a method is provided for 
20 unlocking a pre-locked device, such as a wireless telecommunications handset or 
terminal. The device is adapted to receive signals from a remote source (e.g., over- 
the-air), and is further adapted to receive an identification module, such as a SIM. 
The identification module contains a first value, which may be an identification code 
for an entity such as (but not limited to) a service provider. The identification module 
25 also contains a second value, which may be a codeword, against which the device will 
compare a computed result to determine whether it may unlock itself. The method 
according to the present invention, briefly, includes the first step of computing a key 
as a function of a signal received from a remote location (which may be transmitted 
by the entity identified in the first identification module value). A checkword is 
30 computed as a function of the computed key, as well as the first identification module 
value. Finally, the computed checkword is compared with the second identification 
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module value: if the checkword matches the second identification module value, the 
device unlocks itself for operation. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide methods and 
apparatus to provide a mobile telecommunications handset with a locking mechanism 
5 specific to a particular service provider (e.g., operator of multiple networks), a 
particular network, a particular reseller, or even to an individual. 

It is another object of the present invention to lock a device to a particular 
controlling entity, to encode that device with device-specific characteristic 
information, and to modify that device-specific characteristic information from a 
1 0 remote location in order to yield information characteristic to the controlling entity to 
serve as a key for unlocking the device. 

It is another object of the present invention to disable locking of devices 
locked according to the present invention via the keyboard of the device, or remotely, 
once a condition has been met (e.g., once the initial contract period for a wireless 
1 5 telephone subscription has expired). 

It is a further object of the present invention to permit activation and unlocking 
of a pre-locked device to be conducted remotely (e.g., over-the-air), and to permit 
remote transmission to the device of a modifier or other code for use in the unlocking 
the device. 

20 It is also an object of the present invention to permit a mobile 

telecommunications handset or other device to be re-locked from a remote location to 
the same operator, network, reseller or individual SIM by a central facility, for 
security or other reasons, and unlocked once again during a remote activation process. 
It is still another object of the present invention to permit a mobile 

25 telecommunications handset or other device to be re-locked over-the-air to a different 
operator, network, reseller or individual SIM via a transmission from a remotely 
located central facility, for security or other reasons, and unlocked once again during a 

remote activation process. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide an approach to 
30 achieving the above-enumerated objects, and to do so with sufficient security to 
prevent a concerted attack by any operator, dealer or distributor, in addition to the 
efforts of individual subscribers. 
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It is an additional object of the present invention to provide enhanced security 
as described above, such that if, for example, individual handsets were to be 
compromised, the solution should not be generally applicable to other handsets 
supplied by that operator, network, or reseller. 
5 It is an added object of the present invention to provide methods and apparatus 

for a permanent handset locking or disabling mechanism for, e.g., handset rental, 
wherein the locking may be permanently disabled (and the handset permanently 
enabled) by the user's entry of a PIN, or via a remotely transmitted instruction by the 
party with which the user has entered into an agreement. 
10 Other objects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become 

apparent with reference to the remainder of the written portion and the drawings of 
this application. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

15 Figure 1 shows schematically a prior art telecommunications handset locking 

arrangement. 

Figure 2 shows schematically an embodiment of the present invention, in 
which a telecommunications handset is locked to a particular service. 

Figure 3 shows schematically a system for implementing the embodiment of 
20 the present invention shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 shows a flowchart of a portion of the operation of an embodiment of 
a method according to the present invention, corresponding to Figures 2 and 3, the 
flowchart setting forth steps involved in a remote (over-the-air) activation of a 
telecommunications handset. 
25 Figure 5 shows a flowchart of a portion of the operation of an embodiment of 

a method according to the present invention, corresponding to Figures 2, 3 and 4, the 
flowchart setting forth steps involved in the authentication of a codeword on a SIM 
inserted into the telecommunications handset. % t 

Figure 6 shows a schematic, partial view of one implementation of an 
30 embodiment of a batch-specific locking key or algorithm according to the present 
invention. 
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Figure 7 shows in tabular form the partial view of the implementation of an 
embodiment of a batch-specific locking key or algorithm (k batch ) according to the 
present invention and as shown in Figure 6. 

Figure 8 shows in schematic form the derivation of an operator-specific key 
5 (1^,0,) as set forth in the flowchart of Figure 5. 

Figure 9 shows in schematic form the authentication of a codeword on a SIM 
as set forth in the flowchart of Figure 5. 

Figure 10 shows a flowchart describing steps associated with an embodiment 
of a re-locking approach according to the present invention. 
1 o Figure 1 1 shows a flowchart describing steps associated with an embodiment 

of a permanent unlocking approach, employing personal identification number, 
according to the present invention. 

Figure 12 shows in schematic form the derivation of a personal identification 
number for permanent unlocking of a handset or other device based on equipment 
15 identification number, as set forth in the flowchart of Figure 11. 

Detailed Description 

As described in the background section of this document, an existing approach 
to locking a telecommunications handset (frequently referred to herein for 
20 convenience as "handset") is shown in schematic form in Figure 1 . Briefly, the design 
of handset 10 is intended to preclude its use except under the authorization of a 
particular network or other controlling entity - which may have furnished handset 10 
under a subsidy. With this goal in mind, handset 10 associated with the controlling 
entity is marketed in a pre-locked state, and is permanently programmed at the time of 
25 manufacture with a code specific to that entity. For example, handset 10 may include 
a processor 12 coupled to a read-only-memory ("ROM") or other permanent memory 
programmed with an entity-specific code 14, such as a network ID (NID). In order to 
unlock handset 10, it is necessary to insert into it a SIM 16 containing integrated 
circuitry programmed with the same entity-specific code 1 8 as the one permanently 
30 programmed into handset 10. Processor 12 of handset 10 directs circuitry in handset 
10 to read the code from a known location in SIM 16 and to compare retrieved code 
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1 8 with permanently programmed code 14. If the handset logic detects a match, it 
unlocks handset 10. 

For security purposes, entity-specific code 14 is encoded in handset 10 such 
that a user is incapable of modifying it without destroying the handset. Otherwise, the 
5 user could modify code 14 in handset 10 at will to match code 18 on SIM 16 that was 
programmed or otherwise obtained without the authorization of the controlling entity. 
This approach, however, is exceedingly rigid, in that the handset must be permanently 
associated with the particular network or other entity responsible for its manufacture 
and marketing in the first instance. 
10 The methods and apparatus according to the present invention provide an 

alternative to the narrow and rigid approach offered by the existing scheme. The 
present invention, shown in part in Figure 2, provides a locking scheme in which 
information permanently programmed into a handset 20 is utilized, but which 
introduces a more flexible approach to producing a modifiable checkword 
corresponding to a codeword carried on a SIM 40. Using this inventive approach, 
handset 20 can be locked in any number of ways: (1) to a particular set of networks 
run by a service provider such as a network operator; (2) to a particular single 
network; (3) to a particular wireless reseller, or (4) even to a particular SIM. The 
inventive approach thus provides a method that permits the handset to be conveniently 
unlocked by an authorized user. 

In Figure 2, handset 20 includes processor 22 capable of processing messages 
received by handset 20 using known hardware and according to known methods. At 
the time of manufacture, a memory device in handset 20 is permanently programmed 
with an equipment identification number. For example, under the GSM standard 
(again, referred to here for purposes of illustration only, and without implying any 
limitation on the scope of the invention to the use of this or any other particular 
standard or standards) handset 20 is permanently programmed according to known 
methods with an equipment identification number (e.g., IMEI) 24, preferably in such a 
manner that this number cannot be overwritten without destroying the handset or 
otherwise requiring professional service. 

Handset 20 according to the present invention is also encoded, most preferably 
at the time of manufacture, with a key. This key, which is to be used in the 
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computation of an authorization (unlocking) checkword, is most preferably a value 
specific to the handset itself. Although not necessarily unique in a strict sense, it 
should not be shared by any defined group of handsets. If this condition is met, it 
should not be possible to deduce the key from the equipment identification number or 
5 from the keys of other devices having such keys. 

For example (but without limitation), the key may be derived by an algorithm 
specific to the entire batch of handsets of which handset 20 was a part. An example of 
such a key is referred to as k batch 26. A preferred maimer of implementing k 5atch 26, as 
described in greater detail below in connection with Figure 6 (but without limitation), 

10 is as a mask-programmed function. This approach ensures that k^^ 26 cannot be 
read or modified without destroying the handset 20 or rendering it inoperative. As 
described in greater detail below, under this approach k balch 26 operates upon 
information characteristic to handset 20 to produce a key also characteristic to handset 
20, referred to as k^^ 28. 

1 5 Although a unique, secure k handscl 28 may be conveniently derived from 

information characteristic to handset 20 using an algorithm such as k batch 26, 
alternative approaches might be used. The key k handsct 28 would in this case 
preferably be securely stored at a desired location in the handset at the time of 
manufacture. 

20 The locking scheme according to the present invention depends upon k handset 

28 (whether or not it is derived as a function of k batch 26 and the equipment ID (e.g., 
IMEI 24)) being secure and known by the controlling operator alone. Therefore, 
^handset 28 values should be delivered by the manufacturer directly to the controlling 
operator. The handsets 20 themselves, on the other hand, may be sent from the 

25 factory directly to the retailers for sale to the public (e.g., at a subsidized price). 

During the activation process, described at greater length below, handset 20 
receives from a central facility information capable of being used to transform the 
unique, secure values of handset 20 into secure information specific to the controlling 
entity (such as the operator, network, reseller, etc.). For example, handset 20 should 

30 be able to receive on antenna 29, and retrievably store, a modifier value M handsct 30. 
Modifier value M handsct 30 is preferably stored in a suitable electronically erasable 
read-only-memory (EEPROM) or flash memory (not explicitly shown), so that it is 
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retained on powering down handset 20, but can be re-written by handset 20 upon 
command. 

Handset 20, using available technology, should be capable of receiving a 
conventional SIM 40 containing information including a subscriber identification 
5 number including a network ID 42 (e.g., without limitation, International Mobile 
Subscriber Identification (IMSI) (incorporating MNC)). SIM 40 also should be 
capable of containing an authorization codeword 44. Processor 22 and circuitry (not 
shown) of handset 20 also should be capable of reading such values from, and writing 
new ones to, SIM 40. 

10 Processor 22 of handset 20 can be implemented by conventionally available 

processing technology, so long as that processing technology can be adapted to 
perform certain logical and arithmetic operations described in this document and 
includes or can access memory means for storing equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 24, k batch 
26, kfcand^t 28 and M handsct 30. Although the operations corresponding to a preferred 

1 5 embodiment of the present invention are described at greater length below, the 

processor 22 of handset 20, in brief, should be adapted to compute a value specific to 
a controlling operator, i.e., 1^^^ 32, as a function of M handsct 30, k batch 26, and 
equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 24. Also, processor 22 should be adapted to compute a 
checkword 34 as a function of 1^^ 32, and, for example, entity or network 

20 identification (NID) 42 which may be, include or be derived from a subscriber ID 
(e.g., IMSI). 

At the time of purchase, handset 20 remains in the locked state in which it was 
manufactured. In this state, handset 20 preferably is not enabled for anything but 
making emergency telephone calls (e.g., 91 1 service in most areas of the United States 
25 of America), and for activating the subscriber's account. Activation of a subscriber's 
account is a precondition to unlocking handset 20 according to the method of the 
present invention. 

The activation process is shown in schematic and highly simplified form in 
Figure 3. In addition, the process is presented in the form of a flowchart (100), and 
30 with greater detail, in Figure 4. Again, handset 20 initially is locked (at 102 in Figure 
4) to preclude its being used for anything but activation or emergency calls. Upon 
receiving handset 20 (following its purchase or rental), the user inserts SIM 40. SIM 
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40 may also have been obtained upon purchase or rental, or may be held by the user in 
conjunction with a pre-existing account, or according to any other suitable 
arrangement. As long as the battery (not shown) has been charged, the user at step 
104 can power up the handset 20 by pressing a power key (not shown), or, 
5 alternatively, for certain handsets merely by pressing any keypad key. The number 
dialed on the handset 20 will be transmitted at step 106 to the mobile telephone base 
station 50 that receives the strongest signal from handset 20. Possibly among other 
information, handset 20 at step 106 transmits subscriber identification information, 
which will have been read off SIM 40 (e.g., IMSI or a portion thereof). Mobile 

1 0 telephone base station 50 forwards this communication to a mobile switching center 
("MSG") 60. At 108, MSC 60 enters a home location register ("HLR") 70 with the 
subscriber identification information to determine the validity of the caller. Assuming 
the call is legitimate for that network, the HLR identifies at step 1 1 0 the subscriber 
identification number as temporary (indicating that the subscription has not yet been 

15 activated). MSC 60 then routes the call to a central facility, such as a customer 
service center ("CSC") 80. At 1 12, customer service personnel or an automated 
system at CSC 80 collects various information from the user regarding, for example 
(but without limitation), payment details and service options. 

CSC 80 also initiates over-the-air activation. (In other embodiments of the 

20 invention, this remote activation could be done via alternative transmission paths.) At 
1 14, CSC 80 transmits a permanent subscriber identification number to handset 20 via 
MSC 60 and mobile telephone base station 50. This transmission may be sent using 
an available messaging function, such as GSM short messaging service ("SMS"), or 
similar capability available under an alternative mobile telecommunications standard. 

25 Handset 20, on receiving the permanent subscriber identification number (e.g., 
without limitation, IMSI), stores it on SIM 40. 

Then, at 1 16, CSC 80 computes a valid M handsc( 30 based on its knowledge of 
^operator 32, the single key for all handsets within the operator's control, and k han(Jsct 28. 
Recall that k handsct 28 was delivered to the controlling operator immediately following 

30 manufacture of the handsets, and was derived from k batch 26 and the equipment ID 
(e.g., IMEI) 24. CSC 80 knows k balch 26 and can retrieve equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 
24 remotely (e.g., over-the-air). Via GSM SMS, for example (but without limitation), 
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CSC 80 transmits M handse( 30 to the handset. Handset 20 stores M handset 30 in a 
memory device that preserves the stored data upon powering down of the handset 20, 
but that also permits overwriting of that data with an updated M handsct . For example, 
the updated M handset is stored in an EEPROM, flash memory, or other memory device 

5 coupled to and readable by the processor 22 of handset 20. Also, the service provider 
may download a new subscriber identification code (e.g., (IMSI) to handset 20). 

Equipped with a new subscriber identification code (such as IMSI), and 
1^^^ 30, it is necessary for the handset 20 to re-register with the mobile telephone 
base station 50 and MSC 60 using this new information. Accordingly, at step 120, 

0 CSC 80 sends a message to handset 20 that the user should switch the handset off and 
on. Receiving this instruction, processor 22 writes this message to the display (not 
shown) of handset 20. 

Up to this point, handset 20 remained in its pre-locked state, unable to permit 
anything but activation and emergency calls. Upon powering up in step 120, 

5 however, processor 22 enters an authentication procedure 150, illustrative steps of 
which are set forth in Figures 5 and 9. The authentication process begins at step 152 
by computing the operator-specific key, k^^, 32. This computation begins by 
applying k batcn 26, which was incorporated into handset 20 at the time of manufacture, 
to the equipment identification code (e.g., IMEI) 24. 

3 As described briefly above, the present invention provides a handset 20 or 

other terminal device with a secure, corresponding key, k handsct 28, necessary for 
unlocking the device for the controlling entity identified on SIM 40. One convenient 
approach is to derive ^^28 from equipment-specific ID 24, using, e.g., k handsct 26. 
Although, the key k batch 26 may be any secure key or operation, in the illustrated 

5 embodiment it is an algorithm that operates on equipment identification code (e.g., 
IMEI) 24 to produce a secure, encrypted value, k handsct 28. 

An illustrative partial example of a k batch 26 according to the present invention 
is a mask-programmed mapping function, illustrated in Figure 6. Bits of IMEI (or any 
equipment identification code) are applied to input leads of k batch 26 (Bito, Bit I? ..., 

3 Bit,,,..., Bi^o). Each of these leads is a direct input to kj,^ 26, and each is also 

inverted by a corresponding logical NOT gate, so that the inverse of each bit is also an 
input to k batch 26. Mask-programmed k balch 26 is a mapping from each input bit (either 
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the input or its inverse) to an output bit, the output bits taken together forming a 
handset-specific key, k hand5et 28. In the illustrative, partial example of Figure 6: 
khandset Bit o ta * ces the value of ^ inverse of Bit^ of the equipment identity 24; Bit 1 of 
khandsct 28 takes the value of Bito of equipment identity 24; Bit, of equipment identity 
5 24 is mapped onto Bit™ of k handsct 28; and Bit^ of k handsct 28 takes on the inverted 
value of Bi^ of equipment identity (e.g., IMEI) 24. This mapping can be seen, 
perhaps slightly more clearly, in the table of Fig. 7. 

Returning to Figure 5, and referring as well to Figures 8 and 9, step 154 
produces a value that should be specific to the handset 20 (since it is a function of the 

10 equipment identification code (e.g., IMEI) 24, which is itself unique to the handset 
10). Once k handsct 28 has been arrived at by applying k batch 26, the former is modified 
by being operated on as a function of M handset 30 to produce a key, K^tziot 32. This 
key, Operator 32, is arrived at and used by all handsets locked to the given controlling 
entity. For example, but without limitation, k^^^^ 32 is computed as the logical 

1 5 exclusive-or of the binary values k handsct and M handsct : 

^operator ~ ^handset ® ^handset* 

As a brief aside, recall that the text accompanying Figure 4, above, mentioned 
that M handsct 30 could be selected by CSC 80 knowing a desired k operator 32, equipment 
identity number 24 (retrieved over the air) and k batch 26. In order to understand how 

20 this is done, note that for the illustrated operations used in arriving at k^^,. 32, 

Mhandset 30 must have as many digits as k handset 28 (which in turn has as many digits as 
equipment identification code (e.g., IMEI) 24). In general, this is not necessarily the 
case; the operations on equipment identity code (e.g., IMEI) 24 do not need to 
preserve the number of digits in each term. Nevertheless, since the complexity of the 

25 code-cracking problem varies with the size of the words involved, preservation of the 
number of digits with each computation tends to avoid diminishing the degree of 
security provided by the approach. Since k^^ = [k hands€t = kbatch(IMEI)] © M handsct , 
knowing k batch and IMEI (i.e., knowing k handsct ), and being able to select k^^, 
permits solving for M handsct . When the operation is logical exclusive-or, M handset can 

30 be computed simply by performing the following operation: 

^handset = ^operator ® ^handset- 
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As indicated at step 1 58, k opcrator 32 is present in (and, preferably, only in) 
activated handsets and is intended to remain secret. If k^^, is no longer secret, or 
for other reasons, it may be reset as described below in connection with Figure 8. 

Once Aerator 32 has been computed, the processor 22 of handset 20 validates 
5 the SIM 40 according to a process 160, the steps of which are set forth in steps 162- 
174. The essence of this aspect of the method according to the present invention is to 
perform an operation on a network identification (NID) 42 contained on SIM 40, 
using the modified key (i.e., k^a^ 32), to produce a checkword 22 that matches a 
codeword 44 also contained on SIM 40. 

10 First, processor 22 at step 1 62 reads a network identification (NID) 42 value 

off the SIM 40. If the SIM 40 were implemented under the GSM standard, for 
example, the NID value is the MCC (mobile country code) and MNC (mobile network 
code) described in the Background section of this document. At step 164, processor 
22 applies k^^o, 32 to the identification number (e.g., NID) 42 to produce 

1 5 checkword 42. According to the present invention, the operation upon the network 
identification (NID) 42 as a function of k^^ 32 may be any suitable operation that 
is a one-way function, so that Ky pcmoT 32 cannot be deduced from a limited set of 
identification number (e.g., NID) 42-checkword 44 pairs. As one example, but 
without limitation, the binary digits of identification number (e.g., NID) 42 are 

20 transposed and inverted. They are then applied according to the logical exclusive-or 
operation to an identically sized subset of k^^, 32. 

The foregoing approach can be repeated, and any number of additional 
operations may be performed consistent with the present invention. The example 
provided in the flowchart of Figure 5 at step 166 transposes and inverts selected bits 

25 of the identification number 24 (e.g., MCC and MNC of GSM, a 20 bit number) and 
then performs the logical exclusive-or operation of the result with the first 20 bits of 
kopcrator 32. (Again, more generally, the exclusive-or operation could be performed on 
any 20 bits of k^^ 32). At step 168, the result of step 166 is transposed and 
inverted in a preselected manner and the second twenty bits of ko pcrator 32 are 

30 subtracted from the result of that transposition and inversion process. The result of 
step 168 is then transposed and inverted in a preselected manner in step 1 70, and the 
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expression that results is combined under a logical exclusive-or with the final twenty 
bits of k operator 32. The result of step 170 is checkword 34. 

At step 1 72, processor 22 reads codeword 44 off SIM 40 and compares 
checkword 34 with that value. If the two values match, processor 22 unlocks or 
5 enables handset 20 for general use. If checkword 34 does not match codeword 44, 
processor 22 transmits to the handset display (not shown) an appropriate user 
message, such as "SIMLOCK" or "DENIED", and keeps the keypad (not shown) of 
handset 20 locked or otherwise disabled for everything but emergency calls. 

The methods and apparatus according to the present invention also permit 

10 handset 20 to be re-locked for any reason. If, for example, a subscriber were to be 
permitted to move to a different network or to a reseller, but handset 20 were to 
remain locked, kopemor 32 could be modified so as to re-lock the handsets of the 
affected subscribers. Alternatively, if kop Cra tor 32 were changed for security or 
administrative reasons (e.g., if k^^ 32 were believed to have been compromised), a 

1 5 new kopemor 32 could be disseminated to the affected devices remotely from CSC 80. 

Performed remotely (for example, but without limitation, over-the-air), this 
modification process can be implemented in a manner that is entirely transparent to 
the caller. The re-locking process is illustrated in the flowchart for process 200 in 
Figure 8. If re-locking were to be done, affected subscribers could be issued new 

20 SIMs having a revised NID and codeword. Alternatively, that information could be 
modified remotely, if desired, such as via a signal transmitted over-the-air (or via 
another path). 

As indicated at step 202, knowing k batch 26 and equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 
24 - and therefore k handsct 28 - permits computation of a new appropriate M handsct 30. 
25 When the new M handsct 30 is combined with k handsct 28 according to the present 

invention , the result will yield the appropriate 1^^ 32, which, when applied to the 
(possibly new) network (or other) identification 42, will produce a checkword 34 
corresponding to the new codeword 44. 

If desired, the locking scheme according to the present invention could be 
30 maintained in effect for a handset 20 or other device indefinitely. For example, the 
device might, according to the present invention, be locked to a particular SIM 40 in 



WO 97/22221 17 PCT/US96/19391 

order that the locked device be used only by the rightful owner or operator — in 
possession of that SIM 40. 

However, when a service provider, such as a network operator, has subsidized 
the purchase of a handset 20 by a subscriber, under the condition that the subscriber's 
5 use of the handset 20 be limited for a particular amount of time, eventually it will be 
necessary to permanently unlock the device. When it has been unlocked, handset 20 
can be used with any compatible SIM 40. For example, in GSM systems, a 
permanently unlocked handset 20 will be usable with any GSM SIM. 

According to the present invention, and illustrated in Figures 1 1 and 12, 

10 permanent unlocking can be done in at least two ways. One method for permanently 
unlocking a handset 20 or other device locked in the above-described manner is for 
the CSC 80 or other central facility to transmit an unlock command, such as a PIN 
(personal identification number) to the handset over-the-air (or via other transmission 
means) at the expiration of the contractual period (step 302). The PIN (or other 

15 permanent unlock command) for a handset should uniquely correspond to the 

particular handset in order to avoid permanently unlocking any devices for which the 
contractual locking period has not expired. As with k handse( 28, the PIN does not 
necessarily have to be unique in a strict sense; rather, there should be a sufficient 
number of combinations of PINs available to make successful guessing effectively 

20 impossible. An unlock command having this characteristic preferably can be derived, 
as specified at step 304, from the equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 24. 

The approach according to the present invention is to divide a quantity that is 
unique to the device (e.g., been derived from the equipment ID (e.g., IMEI) 24) into 
subsets that are mathematically and/or logically combined with each other. The 

25 resulting combination is then subdivided to yield a decimal or other-based number. 

In the illustrated embodiment, at step 306, assuming that k handsct 28 is a 60 bit 
word (as it would be under the GSM standard, derived from IMEI), k handsct 28 is 
divided into 4 words of 1 5 bits each. At step 308, the four words are combined, by an 
exclusive-or-operation, for example, or any other logical or mathematical operation, 

30 into another 1 5 bit word. The resulting 1 5 bit word, as shown at step 3 10, is divided 
into 5 groups of 3 bits each. Each of the 3 bit groups corresponds to a number, 
between 0 and 7 (i.e., a base 8 integer) resulting in a 5 digit PIN. This approach 
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reduces an unwieldy quantity (k handsct ) to a PIN that is not too long to be kept in mind, 
and that has a sufficiently large number of potential combinations (32,768) that the 
chances of an unscrupulous person successfully entering the proper PIN by chance 
would be negligible. Alternatively, the 60 bit k handsct could be divided into any 
5 . number of words, each of which could be combined in any number of ways, to 
produce a resulting word that itself could be divided in any number of ways to 
produce binary numbers. The resulting binary numbers are then mapped into another 
base (greater than 2) for easier memorization. 

This method according to the present invention for computing a PIN from the 
1 0 equipment identification number (e.g., IMEI) 24 of a handset is not limited to the 

particular operations set forth in Figures 1 1 and 12. These operations can be varied in 
any number of ways consistent with the principle of deriving the PIN from unique 
identifying information, such as equipment identification number (e.g., IMEI) 24. 

The method steps illustrated in the flowcharts accompanying and described in 
1 5 this document, including their particular content and arrangement, are merely 
illustrative of a preferred manner of performing aspects of the present invention. 
They are not intended to, and do not, limit the description or claims set forth in this 
document to the particular steps. Other arrangements of steps consistent with the 
principles described in this document are believed to be equally within the scope of 
20 this aspect of the present invention. 

The foregoing descriptions are intended to illustrate, explain, and describe 
embodiments of the present invention. Further modifications and adaptations to these 
embodiments, such as particular ways of programming processor 22, the ways in 
which values of interest are stored and arranged in memory devices, and other details, 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art and may be made without departing from 
the scope or spirit of the invention. The logic and hardware described in this 
document could be used, for instance, to implement a locking scheme not only for 
mobile telecommunications handsets, but also for other devices. The present 
invention is of value for locking devices for which enhanced security (employing a 
SIM) is desirable, but for which it is also desirable that the specification of locking 
keys not be limited to a particular manufacturer for all time, but rather be assignable 
to other entities — including the user herself — or be modifiable remotely over-the-air, 
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via telephone, or via cable. Examples of such a device incorporating the principles 
and techniques of the present invention might be a home appliance (for example, a set 
top box, a computer, an Internet access device, a video player, or other devices). As 
long as the device includes the processing, memory, transmitting and receiving 
5 hardware, and SIM-receiving and reading capabilities described above, its operation 
could be locked according to the methods of the present irrvention such that only a. 
person having the appropriately programmed SIM would be able to unlock and 
operate the device. For added security, the key and SIM codeword could be varied 
upon request or on a periodic basis to decrease even further the chances of an 
10 unscrupulous party discovering and programming a SIM with the appropriate, 
codeword. 
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What Is Claimed Is: 



1 LA method of unlocking a pre-locked device, the device adapted to 

2 receive signals from a remotely located facility, and further adapted to receive, and 

3 having received, an identification module containing a first value and a second value, 

4 the method comprising the steps of: 

5 computing a key as a function of a signal received from a remotely located 

6 facility; 

7 computing a checkword as a function of the key and the first identification 

8 module value; 

9 comparing the checkword with the second identification module value; and 

10 if the checkword matches the second identification module value, unlocking 

1 1 the device for operation. 

1 2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the device is encoded with 

2 characteristic information, and the key is computed also as a function of the 

3 characteristic information. 

1 3. . The method according to claim 2, wherein the characteristic 

2 information comprises an equipment identification number. 

1 4. The method according to claim 3, in which the equipment 

2 identification number comprises a GSM IMEI. 

1 5. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the identification module 

2 comprises a SIM and the first value stored on the SIM comprises information 

3 identifying a controlling entity in connection with the device. 

1 6. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the signal received from a 

2 remotely located facility is sent over-the-air. 
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1 7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the signal received from a 

2 remotely located facility is sent via a cable. 

1 8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the device is a mobile 

2 telecommunications handset and the controlling entity is an operator of a 

3 telecommunications network. 



1 9. The method according to claim 3, wherein, in the computation of the 

2 key, the characteristic information is first operated upon by an algorithm to produce a 

3 second set of characteristic information. 



1 1 0. The method according to claim 9, wherein the algorithm is specific to 

2 the manufacturing batch of which the pre-locked device was a part. 

1 11. The method of claim 9, wherein the algorithm is a mask-programmed 

2 function. 

1 2. The method according to claim 9, wherein, in computing the key, the 
characteristic information comprises binary digits, and the algorithm inverts and/or 
transposes the binary digits to produce the second set of characteristic information. 

1 13. The method according to claim 9, wherein, in computing the key, the 

2 second set of characteristic information is modified as a function of the signal 

3 received from a remote location. 

1 1 4. The method according to claim 13, wherein the signal received from a 

2 remote location is transmitted by a controlling entity and, in computing the key, the 

3 modification as a function of the received signal produces a third set of information 

4 characteristic of a controlling entity. 



1 

2 
3 
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1 15. The method according to claim 13, wherein the signal received from a 

2 remote location is a function of the second set of characteristic information and the 

3 third set of information, which is characteristic of a controlling entity. 

1 16. The method according to claim 13, wherein the modification of the 

2 second set of characteristic information according to a signal received from the remote 

3 location comprises a logical operation involving binary digits of both the second set of 

4 characteristic information and the signal received from the remote location. 

1 17. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the signal received from the 

2 remote location is transmitted by a controlling entity. 

1 1 8. The method according to claim 1 7, wherein the device is a mobile 

2 telecommunications handset, the controlling entity is a mobile telecommunications 

3 network operator, and the signal received from a remote location was via an over-the- 

4 air transmission. 

1 19. The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the remote location is a 

2 customer service center operated by the network operator. 

1 20. The method according to claim 1 7, wherein the controlling entity is a 

2 reseller of wireless telecommunications services, the first identification module value 

3 serves to identify a network service provider, and the computed key is characteristic 

4 of the reseller. 

1 21. The method according to claim 1 7, wherein the controlling entity is an 

2 individual, and the first identification module value serves as an identification for a 

3 network service provider, and the computer key is characteristic of the individual. 

1 22. The method according to claim 1, comprising the further steps of: 

2 receiving a second signal from the remote location; 
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3 recomputing the key as a fiinction of the second signal from the remote 

4 location. 

1 23. The method according to claim 22, further comprising the steps of 

2 receiving from the remote location an updated value for the first identification module 

3 value; 

4 writing the updated value for the first identification module value to the 

5 identification module; 

6 receiving from the remote location an updated value for the second 

7 identification module value; 

8 writing the updated value for the second identification module value to the 

9 identification module; 

1 0 computing a new checkword as a function of the key and the updated first 

1 1 identification module value; 

12 comparing the new checkword with the updated second identification module 

13 value; and 

14 if the new checkword matches the updated second identification module value, 

1 5 unlocking the device for operation. 

1 24. The method according to claim 22, wherein the device has received a 

2 second identification module value containing an updated first value and a updated 

3 second value, further comprising the steps of: 

4 computing a new checkword as a function of the key and the updated first 

5 identification module value; 

6 comparing the new checkword with the updated second identification module 

7 value; and 

8 if the new checkword matches the updated second identification module value, 

9 unlocking the device for operation. 



1 

2 
3 



25. A device comprising at least one memory device, and adapted to 
receive signals from a remotely operated facility and further adapted to receive an 
identification module containing a first value and a second value, the at least one 
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4 memory device containing instructions for performing the method steps recited in 

5 claim 1 . 

1 26. A method of locking a wireless telecommunications terminal such that 

2 it can be unlocked for use only with proper authorization by a controlling wireless 

3 telecommunications system operator, the telecommunications terminal being one of a 

4 batch of such terminals and being uniquely identified by an equipment identification 

5 number, proper authorization being provided in the form of a subscriber identification 

6 module (SIM) containing information readable by the telecommunications terminal, 

7 the readable SIM information including an identification code and a codeword, the 

8 method comprising the steps of: 

9 a. providing the telecommunications terminal with an operator-specific 

10 key, comprising the following steps: 

11 1 . providing the telecommunications terminal with a first key 

12 unique to the batch from which the terminal derived, the key being 

1 3 known to the controlling operator; 

14 2. computing a second key unique to the terminal, the second key 

1 5 being a function of the equipment identification number and the first 

16 key, the computation being performed by the telecommunications 

17 terminal; 

18 3. transmitting a modifier to the terminal at time of activation, the 

1 9 modifier being used by the terminal; and 

20 4. computing a third, operator-specific key as a function of the 

21 second key and the modifier, the operator-specific key being common 

22 to all activated terminals under the control of the controlling operator; 

23 b. computing a checkword, comprising the following steps: 

24 1 . reading the identification code from the SIM; 

25 2. transforming at least a subset of the identification code as a 

26 function of the operator-specific key to yield a checkword; 

27 c. reading the codeword from the SIM; 

28 d. comparing the checkword with the codeword; and 

29 e. if the checkword and the codeword match, unlocking the terminal. 
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1 27. A wireless telecommunications handset comprising at least one 

2 memory device, and adapted to receive signals from a remotely operated facility and 

3 further adapted to receive an identification module containing a first value and a 

4 second value, the at least one memory device containing instructions for performing 

5 the method steps recited in claim 26. 

1 28. A subscriber identification module for unlocking a telecommunications 

2 terminal for communicating over a network administrated by a network operator, the 

3 subscriber identification module comprising memory means readable by the 

4 • telecommunications terminal, the memory means containing instructions and/or data 

5 comprising a subscriber identification code and a codeword, the codeword being 



6 derivable by transforming the subscriber identification number according to a key that 

7 is a function of a key particular to the terminal and a modifier transmitted to the 

8 terminal by the network operator. 



1 29. A method for determining an identification number for permanently 

2 unlocking an electronically pre-locked device, the device having an equipment 

3 identification number, the method comprising the steps of: 

4 separating the digits of the equipment identification number into a set of 

5 subsets; 

6 performing mathematical or logical operations on the sets to arrive at a second 

7 set of sets of digits; and 

8 defining each identification number digit as a transformation of a 

9 corresponding set of digits. 

1 30. A method for determining an identification number for permanently 

2 unlocking an electronically pre-locked device, the device having an equipment 

3 identification number, the method comprising the steps of: 

4 representing the equipment identification number in binary form; 

5 separating the digits of the binary representation into a first set of sets of bits; 

6 combining the sets of bits logically or mathematically to form a term 

7 comprising a single set of bits; 
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HANDSET INITIALLY LOCKED FOR ALL BUT EMERGENCY 
CALLS AND OVER-THE-AIR ACTIVATION. 



-102 



PURCHASER OF HANDSET INSERTS SIM, CHARGES 
BATTERY AND PRESSES ANY KEY. 



-104 



HANDSET DIALS ANY NUMBER. CALL (INCLUDING SUBSCRIBER 
ID NUMBER) IS ROUTED VIA BASE STATION TO MSG 



106 



MSC LOOKS UP CALLER ID IN HOME LOCATION 
REGISTER (HLR) TO CHECK CALLER VALIDITY. 



-108 



HLR IDENTIFIES SUBSCRIBER ID NUMBER AS TEMPORARY (UNACTIVATED 
SUBSCRIPTION) AND ROUTES CALL TO CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTER (CSC). 



-110 



-112 



CSC COLLECTS PAYMENT DETAILS, ESTABLISHES SERVICE 
OPTIONS. AND INITIATES OVER-THE-AIR ACTIVATION. 



-114 



USING. E.G.. GSM SHORT MESSAGE SERVICE (SMS), SUBSCRIBER 
IDENTIFICATION (e.g., IMSI) AND OTHER INFO. IS DOWNLOADED TO SIM. 



ACTIVATION SOFTWARE AT CSC WILL CALCULATE A VALID M,^, BASED ON 
KNOWLEDGE OF k^, AND EQUIPMENT IDENTITY CODE (e.g., IMEI. which CSC 
retrieves over the air) AND SEND M^ TO HANDSET (e.g., via GSM SMS) 




-118 



HANDSET STORES M,.^ IN EEPROM OR FLASH MEMORY. 



-120 



CSC MESSAGES HANDSET WITH USER INSTRUCTION 
TO SWITCH HANDSET OFF AND ON. 



FIG. 4 
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HANDSET COMPUTES AUTHENTICATION OF ALGORITHM, 
E.G., OPERATOR-SPECIFIC AS FOLLOWS: 



.152 



.154 



.156 



.158 



.160 



.162 



.164 



.166 



.168 



.170 



.172 



.174 



APPLY TRANSPOSITION & INVERSION ALGORITH, E.G., SPECIFIC TO 
HANDSET BATCH, k^, TO EQUIPMENT IDENTITY code (e.g., 60 bit IMEI) 
TO YIELD A VALUE UNIQUE TO THE HANDSET, k^ (e.g., 60 bit value). 



MODIFY k^ ACCORDING TO (e.g., apply exclusive- 
or operation) TO YIELD I 



k^ w IS PRESENT ONLY IN ACTIVATED HANDSETS 
AND IS INTENDED TO REMAIN SECRET . 



HANDSET VALIDATES SIM ACCORDING TO FOLLOWING PROCESS: 



HANDSET EXTRACTS NETWORK ID (NID) FROM SUBSCRIBER 
IDENTITY CODE (e.g.. MCC and MNC portions of IMSI). 



HANDSET THEN APPLIES k^TO NID TO PRODUCE 
A CHECKWORD (e.g., as follows): 



TRANSPOSE AND INVERT SELECTED BITS OF NID, 
THEN EXCLUSIVE-OR RESULT WITH FIRST 20 BITS OF 



TRANSPOSE AND INVERT BITS OF RESULT OF PREVIOUS STEP, 
THEN SUBTRACT FROM RESULT SECOND 20 BITS OF I 



TRANSPOSE AND INVERT RESULTS OF PREVIOUS STEP, THEN 
EXCLUSIVE-OR RUSULT WITH LAST 20 BITS OF UTO 
PRODUCE CHECKWORD. 



COMPARE CHECKWORD WITH CODEWORD READ OFF OF SIM; IF 
CHECKWORD AND CODEWORD MATCH, UNLOCK HANDSET 



IF CHECKWORD AND CODEWORD DO NOT MATCH. DISPLAY 
MESSAGE (E.G., -SIMLOCK") ON HANDSET AND DISABLE KEYPAD 
FOR ALL BUT EMERGENCY AND OPERATOR CALLS. 
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IMEI BITS 



26 



Bito- 



4> 



Bit r 
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Bite* 



4> 



• • • 



Bit, Bit, Bit, Bi^ 



•^handset 

(Handset Key) 

FIG. 6 
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Mapping of IMEI Bits to K handet Bits 


IMtl bits 


K ha ndset=K batch (IMEI Bits) 




^handset 0 = 'MEI^ 


Bit, 


khandset 1 = iMEI 0 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


Bit,, 


Kiandset m = IMEI, 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


BiU 


Kiandset 60 = 'MEI n 



FIG. 7 
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154 




V 



Over the 
air activation 



Exclusive - or 
(£) function 



154 



M 



handset 



v 



15 digits/60 bits 



"Km*' - masked ROM 
transposition/invertion 
of bits 



60 bits 
(Unique to handset) 



Modifier - unique to 
handset/operator 



K>pei 



rator 



Kmm* - remains 
"secret" if possible - but 
is only present in activated 
handsets 
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MCC 


MNC 


HLRID 


MSIN 



IMS! 

(15 digits) 
on SIM 




Network ID used for authorization 
5 digits / 20 bits 



1st stage - Transposition of bits 
followed by esclusive - or with 
1st 20 bits of 



168 

2nd stage - Transposition of 
bits followed by subtraction 
of 2nd 20 bits of 



3rd stage - Transposition of 
bits followed by exclusive - 
1 70 or with at least 20 bits of 



Codeword (20 bits) checked against 
stored value on SIM 
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HANDSET MAY BE RE-LOCKED 
TO A DIFFERENT AS FOLLOWS: 



KNOWING U AND k_ (i.e., k_ and IMEI) 
AND NEW NID AND CODEWORD 
CSC CALCULATES NEW M,^, VALUE 



NEW M_ VALUE IS TRANSMITTED 
OVER THE AIR TO THE HANDSET 



I 



NEW CODEWORD IS TRANSMITTED OVER THE AIR TO 
THE HANDSET. AND BY THE HANDSET TO THE slj 
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FOR PERMANENT HANDSET UNLOCKING, PERSONAL 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN) IS ENTERED BY USER OR 
TRANSMITTED OVER-THE-AIR, THE PIN DERIVED AS FOLLOWS: 



PIN (in decimal form) IS GENERATED AS 
A FUNCTION OF k,^ (for example, as follows): 



60 BIT IS DIVIDED INTO 4 WORDS OF 15 BITS 



THE 4'WORDS ARE COMBINED 
(e.g., by addition, by exclusive-or, etc.) 



THE RESULTING 15 BITS ARE DIVIDED INTO 5 GROUPS OF 3 BITS, 
EACH GROUP CORRESPONDING TO A DECIMAL NUMBER BETWEEN 
0 AND 7, RESULTING IN A 5 DIGIT PIN 
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-308 
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FIG. 11 
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